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This study investigated vocabulary learning strategies within the scope of language
learning strategies. The purpose was to determine the repertoire of vocabulary learning
strategies of Turkish learners in learning a foreign language and also to find out which
vocabulary strategies Turkish teachers of English use while teaching in their EFL classes.
Besides, the rationale behind this study was to suggest a vocabulary course supported with
vocabulary learning strategies and to provide strategy training to learners and furthermore, to

make learners more autonomous vocabulary learners for their future studies.

After reviewing the literature on general learning strategies, vocabulary learning,
vocabulary acquisition, the history of teaching vocabulary, the role of teacher, the learner
autonomy and the list of vocabulary learning strategies, the action research was defined and
carried out. The subjects were 209 Turkish learners of a foreign language in foundation
universities’ preparatory departments and high level learners of a private college and 56
Turkish teachers of English working in preparatory departments of foundation universities
and the private college. Teachers were preferred because they were the original hands to
implement strategy training. In the research two questionnaires were adopted. The learners’
version was adopted from Rebecca Oxford’s strategy inventory for language learning. 22
statements were included in the questionnaire. The teachers’ version was prepared parallel to
learners’ version by the researcher herself. The answers in the questionnaires were counted
and the data were gathered and put into graphs. After the analysis of the graphs, the most and
the least used strategies by the learners were determined referring to data. It was seen that a
wide range of vocabulary learning strategies are known and accepted by the majority of the
learners. Memory and cognitive strategies were the most used strategies among learners.
Before this study it was expected that learners were not quite aware of different range of

vocabulary learning strategies. Teachers also use a greater number of strategies in their
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ongoing lessons as they reported that they agreed or totally agreed with the listed 20
statements on teaching vocabulary except using translation. They used metacognitive,

cognitive, compensation, social and memory strategies.

The results showed that strategy training in vocabulary could be implemented in a
vocabulary course on the most and the least used strategies. There is a strong belief that
explicit vocabulary teaching is essential in learners’ acquisition of core vocabulary. In fact, a
curriculum may be designed to include all vocabulary learning strategies listed in the
literature review in case learners may need them in certain tasks. The main aim is to enhance
learners and teachers with a repertoire of vocabulary learning strategies in a fully designed
vocabulary course. This process of learning is to be visualized like a journey whose
passengers are teachers and learners. The destination should be fruitful and should also

deserve the effort and the time spent to achieve fruitful learning.
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OZET
KELIiME EDINIMINDE STRATEJi EGITIMI
BiL.GE KIRAN

Bu calisma yabanci dil stratejileri kapsaminda kelime &grenme stratejilerini
arastirmstir. Hedef Tiirk 6grencilerin yabanci dil dgrenirken kullandiklan stratejileri bulmak
ve Ogrencilerin kelime strateji repertuarlarini gelistirmek ve aym zamanda Tiirk Ingilizce
ogretmenlerinin yabanci dil simflarinda dili 6gretirken hangi kelime ogretimi stratejilerini
kullandiklarimi ortaya ¢ikarmaktadir. Ayni zamanda ¢alismanin temelinde kelime dgrenme
stratejileri ile desteklenen kelime programi onermek ve dgrencileri gelecek caligmalan igin

daha 6zerk hale getirmektir.

Edebiyat taramasinda, genel dil 6grenme stratejilerine goz atildiktan sonra, kelime
oprenimi, kelime edinimi, 6gretmenin roll, bireyin kendi ozerkligi ve kelime Ogrenme
stratejilerini siraladiktan sonra aragtirma tammlanip, uygulanmaya baslanmigtir. Aragtirmanin
srneklemi vakif iiniversiteleri hazirlik boliimlerinde ve bir 6zel okulda okuyan yabanci dil
6grenen 209 Sgrenci ve bu vakif iiniversitelerinin hazirlik bolimlerinde ve bir 6zel okulda
ders veren 56 yabanci dil dgretmenlerinden olugmaktadir. Ogretmenlerin secilmesindeki
hedef stratejileri ilk elden uygulayacak olan kisilerin 6gretmenler olmasidir. Arastirmada iki
anket uygulanmugstir.Ogrencilerin kullandiklari kelime stratejilerini lgmek icin Oxford’un
(1990) Dil Ogrenme Strateji Envanteri (Strategy Inventory for Language Learning -SILL)
kullanilmustir. Ofrenci anketi 22 ifadeden, 6gretmen anketi ise 20 ifadeden olusmaktadir.
Opretmen anketi 6grenci anketi paralelinde arastirmaci tarafindan hazirlanmistir. Verilen
cevaplar degerlendirilerek gerekli veri toplanmig ve bu veriler grafiklere aktariimigtir. Grafik
analizlerinden sonra dgrenci ve dgretmenler tarafindan en ¢ok ve en az kullamlan stratejiler
ortaya ¢cikmustir. Bu arastirmaya baslanmadan once &grencilerin kelime &grenme stratejileri
hakkinda pek bilgi sahibi olmadiklan diisiiniilmiistiir. Arastrmanin sonucunda tespit
edilmistir ki kelime stratejileri ogrencilerin ¢ogu tarafindan biliniyor ve kabul ediliyor.
Ogrenciler tarafindan en gok kabul edilen stratejiler bellek ve biligsel stratejilerdir.
Ogretmenler ise derslerinde ankette belirtilen kelime &gretimi stratejileri ile ilgili 20 ifadeyi

ceviri stratejisi hari¢ ‘kabul ediyorum’ veya ‘tamamen kabul ediyorum’ seklinde ifade
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etmislerdir. Anketin sonucunda 8gretmenlerin bellek, tist-biligsel, biligsel, tamamlayici ve

toplumsal stratejileri kelime 6gretiminde kullandiklan tespit edilmistir.

Sonug olarak, kelime egitimi, 6grenciler ve &gretmenler tarafindan hi¢ bilinmeyen
veya az kullanilan stratejileri 6gretmeyi hedefleyen bir kelime programi icine alinabilir.
Cekirdek kelimenin ancak bilingli bir kelime Sgretimi ile edinildigi gercegi unutulmamalidir.
Miifredat, edebiyat taramasi boliimiinde bahsedilen tiim kelime 6grenme stratejilerini de icine
alacak sekilde diizenlenebilir. Ogrenciler farkli durumlarda farkl stratejilerine ihtiyag
duyabilirler. Ana hedef iyi planlanmus bir kelime program iginde 8grenci ve Ogretmenlerin
yeterince kelime &grenme stratejilerine sahip olmalanimi saglamaktir. Bu 6grenme siireci bir
seyahat olarak algilanirsa, bu seyahatin yolculari, 6gretmen ve dgrencilerdir. Varilacak hedef

ise harcanacak gaba ve bu calisma i¢in ayrilan zamana degecek kadar verimli olmahdr.



