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ABSTRACT

Rootless Trees and Wingless Bees: An Exploration of Migrant Identity, Home,
Nostalgia and Trauma in The Island of Missing Trees and The Beekeeper of Aleppo

Umit Contuk

This study examines the interactions of identity, home, nostalgia, and trauma
with the phenomenon of forced migration in Elif Shafak's The Island of Missing Trees
(2021) and Christy Lefteri's The Beekeeper of Aleppo (2019). The issue of migration,
which has always profoundly affected societies in history and which is still deeply felt
today due to reasons such as proxy wars, civil unrest, the climate crisis, hunger, and
poverty, has been approached from a holistic perspective by following the individual
and inner journeys of the novel characters. The novels analyzed complement each
other as they focus on different stages of the migration process. In this way, the
analysis of the two novels has enabled the thesis to reveal commonalities in the areas
analyzed while examining these differences simultaneously. As a result, this thesis
concludes that migrant identities are fluid, changing, and multiple. It has been
revealed that the concept of home, which is closely linked to identity, is one of the
first casualties of migrants. It has been observed that the ambiguity in migrant
identity is also valid for the concept of home. This thesis also discusses that home has
a meaning that transcends physical materials such as walls and roofs and is a multi-
layered concept that includes family members, family relationships, a sense of
security, familiar objects, faces, sounds, and smells. It was also observed that
nostalgia can have both a healing and a trapping effect on migrants. It has been
recognized that the experience of migration, whether voluntary or forced, has
various difficulties and that migrants carry these difficulties as a burden on their
shoulders throughout their lives. As a result, the migrant has to cope with inner
emptiness and incompleteness. In light of all this, it is emphasized that societies
hosting refugees should also re-evaluate the issues discussed in this thesis with an
introspective approach.
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KISA OZET

Koksiiz Agaclar ve Kanatsiz Arilar: Kayp Agaclar Adast ve Halep Aricisi'nda
Go¢men Kimligi, Yuva, Nostalji ve Travma Uzerine Bir Inceleme

Umit Contuk

Bu ¢alisma Elif Shafak’in Kayip Agaglar Adasi (2021) ve Christy Lefteri’nin
Halep Aricist (2019) romanlarindaki kimlik, yuva, nostalji ve travmanin zorunlu gog
olgusu ile karsihikh etkilesimlerini incelemektedir. Tarihte toplumlari hep derinden
etkilemis olan ve giiniimiizde de vesayet savaslari, sivil kargasalar, iklim krizi, achk
ve yoksulluk gibi nedenlerle 6nemini siddetli bir sekilde hissettiren go¢c meselesine
roman karakterlerinin bireysel ve ic¢sel yolculuklar takip edilerek biitiinciil bir
bakis acisi ile yaklasilmistir. Incelenen romanlar goc¢ siirecinin farkh asamalarina
odaklandigi icin birbirini tamamlar niteliktedir. Bu sayede, iki romanin analizi tezin
inceledigi alanlarda bir yandan ortak noktalarin ortaya konulmasini diger yandan
da bu farkhliklarin irdelenebilmesini saglamistir. Sonu¢ olarak, bu tez géogmen
kimliklerinin akiskan, degisken ve c¢oklu bir yapiya sahip oldugu sonucuna
ulasmstir. Kimlik ile yakindan baglantili olan yuva kavraminin ise go¢gmenlerin ilk
kayiplarindan biri oldugu ortaya konulmustur. Géocmen Kimligindeki muglakhigin
yuva kavrami i¢in de gecerli oldugu goriilmiistiir. Yuvanin duvar ve cati gibi fiziksel
materyalleri asan bir anlamm oldugu, icerisine aile bireylerini, aile iliskilerini,
giivenlik hissini, tanidik nesneleri, yiizleri, sesleri ve kokular1 alan ¢cok katmanh bir
kavram oldugu tartisilmistir. Ayrica nostalji kavramimmin gocmenler icin hem
iyilestirici hem de tutsak edici bir etkiye sahip olabilecegi goriilmiistiir. ister goniillii
ister zorunlu olsun gog¢ tecriibesinin cesitli zorluklar1 oldugu; gocmenlerin bu
zorluklar1 hayatlar1 boyunca omuzlarinda bir yiik olarak tasidiklar1 anlasiimstir.
Bunun sonucunda go¢cmen ig¢sel bir bosluk ve eksiklikle bas etmek durumunda
kalmistir. Biitiin bunlarin 1518inda, miiltecileri misafir eden toplumlarin da ic
gozlemsel bir yaklasimla bu tezde tartismaya acgilan Kkonular1 tekrardan
degerlendirmesi gerektig¢ine vurgu yapilmistir.
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