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OZET

Afganistan, Orta ve Giiney Asya, Orta Dogu ve Kafkaslar arasindaki kavsakta yer alan bir
tilkedir. Afganistan, cografi konumu nedeniyle tarihsel, kiiltiirel ve stratejik olarak Orta
Asya'da kilit bir iilke olmustur. Zengin enerji kaynaklarma sahip iran, Pakistan, Cin,
Tiirkmenistan, Ozbekistan ve Tacikistan gibi stratejik oneme sahip iilkelerle komsudur. Orta
Asya ve Giliney Asya ile Cin ve Orta Dogu'nun kavsaginda yer alan Afganistan, Cin kusagi ve

yolunun orta koridoru tizerindedir.

Sahip oldugu jeopolitik 6zelliklerden dolay1 Afganistan, tarihinde isgallere maruz kalmis.
Ulke, ilk olarak 1979-1989 tarihleri arasinda Sovyet isgaline, ardindan 2001-2021 yillari

arasinda Amerikan isgaline maruz kalmistir.

El Kaide teror orgiitii diinya ¢apinda birgok terdr saldirisi gergeklestirmistir. Bu saldirilardan
en Onemlisi ¢ok sayida insanin hayatin1 kaybettigi 9/11/2001 saldirilaridir. 11 Eyliil terdr
saldirisi, ABD'nin Afganistan'a miidahalesinin ana nedeniydi. ABD ve NATO, Taliban
tarafindan barindirilan El Kaide'nin 11 Eylil terdr saldirilarina yanit olarak Afganistan'i iggal

etmistir.

11 Eylil saldirilarindan sonra, ABD Bagskani1 Jorge W. Bush, El Kaide'yi ortadan kaldirmak
icin uluslararas1 toplumu terore karsi kiiresel Savasa karsi miicadeleye katilmak igin
birlestirmistir. Daha sonra, terorle miicadele, Bush Doktrini olarak bilinen 2003 Terorle
Miicadele Ulusal Giivenlik Stratejisinde belirtilen Bush yonetiminin dis politika glindeminin
temel tliziigli haline gelmistir. Bagkan Barack Obama goreve geldiginde selefinden bir savas
miras almisti. Obama 2009 yilinda iilkedeki birligi artirmanin iizerinde duran yeni bir strateji
aciklamigtir ve terdrle miicadele yaklasiminin yerine karsi direnis yaklagimini getirmistir.
Sonrasinda tehdidin merkezi olmadiginmi fark ettiginde Afganistan ve Pakistan'in El Kaide'yi

ve bagh orgiitlerini sekteye ugratma, pargcalama ve yenme ve buna ek olarak Afgan Ulusal



Giivenlik Gtigleri'ni kurma stratejisini agiklamistir. Obama baskanligindan sonra, Baskan
Donald Trump iktidara gelmistir ve Afganistan'a yonelik, Afgan giivenlik kurumlar1 insa
etmeye ve ulusotesi bir tehdide karsi terdrle miicadeleye odaklanan bir ABD politikasini
devralmistir. Bagkan Joe Biden, ise 2021 yilinda diger baskanlardan farkli bir politika

izleyerek Afganistan'daki Amerikan askeri giiglerini geri ¢cekerek isgale son vermistir.

11 Eyliil saldirilarindan bu yana ABD'de dort baskan degisti. Her baskan Afganistan ile ilgili
yeni bir strateji uygulasa da basarisizlik ile sonuglanmigtir. 2001'de baslayan Afganistan iggali
2021'de sona erdi. Dolayisiyla, bu tez 2001-2021 Afganistan'daki ABD Politikasin

degerlendirmeyi amacglamaktadir.
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ABSTRACT

Afghanistan is located at the crossroads between central and south Asia, the Middle East, and
the Caucasus. Due to its geographical position, Afghanistan has been a key country in Central
Asia geographically, historically, culturally, and strategically. It borders Iran, Pakistan, China,
Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan, and Tajikistan, which have rich energy resources. Situated at the
crossroads of Central Asia and South Asia and China and the Middle East Afghanistan is on

the middle corridor of Chinese belt and road.

Due to its geopolitical characteristics, Afghanistan was subject to occupation in its history. At
first, the country was exposed to Soviet occupation between 1979-1989 and then to the US

occupation between 2001-2021.

Al-Qaeda terrorist organization carried out many terrorist attacks around the world. The most
important of these attacks is the 9/11/2001 attacks in which many innocent people lost their
lives. The terrorist attack of 9/11 was the main cause of the US intervention in Afghanistan.
The United States and NATO invaded Afghanistan 20 years ago in response to the terrorist
attacks of 9/11 by Al Qaeda, harbored by the Taliban.

After the 9/11 attacks, the U.S. President Jorge W. Bush unified the international community
to participate in the fight against global war on terrorism to eradicate the sanctuary of Al-
Qaida. Subsequently, counterterrorism became the core charter of Bush administration’s
foreign policy agenda which was stated in his National Security Strategy for Combating
Terrorism 2003, known as Bush Doctrine. In 2009, Obama announced a new strategy that
focuses on increasing unity in the country, and the counter-terrorism approach was replaced
by the counter-resistance approach. Later, when he realized that the threat was not central, he

explained the strategy of Afghanistan and Pakistan to disrupt, dismember, and defeat Al-



Qaeda and its affiliates, in addition to establishing the Afghan National Security Forces. After
the Obama presidency, President Donald Trump came to power and inherited a U.S. policy
toward Afghanistan that was focusing on building Afghan security institutions and
counterterrorism against a transnational threat. President Joe Biden in 2021, followed a
different policy from other presidents and ended the occupation by withdrawing the American

military forces in Afghanistan.

Since the September 11 attacks, four presidents have changed in the United States. Although
every president has implemented a new strategy regarding Afghanistan, it has resulted in
failure. The invasion of Afghanistan, which started in 2001, ended in 2021. Therefore, this
thesis aims to evaluate the US Policy in Afghanistan 2001-2021.
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