ABSTRACT
Women in Afghanistan lived a life full of ups and downs throughout history. Despite their
strengths and capabilities, they have always been the victims of cultural and traditional
restrictions and conservatism. But when they were given a chance, they played extraordinary
roles in different stages of life and proved to be as capable as men when it came to
socio-political development.
This study investigates the position of Afghan women throughout the twentieth century and in
post-2001. It describes the supports provided and reforms initiated by different governments to
empower women and enhance their participation in the power structure. At the same time, it
highlights the challenges resulting from conservativism and extremism that hindered women’s
empowerment in Afghanistan and restricted them from practicing their rights and freedoms.
The primary objective of this thesis is to reveal the improving conditions of Afghan women
after 2001 as a result of supports provided by the international community and reforms initiated
by the governments. Meanwhile, it evaluates women's political and socio-economic
participation after 2001. It also analyzes the external and internal factors that led to women's
empowerment and enhanced their participation in the power structure.
This study mainly uses secondary data and follows a qualitative approach to analyze the

findings.
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KISA OZET

Afganistan'daki kadinlar tarih boyunca inigli ve ¢ikish bir hayat yasamiglardir. Gii¢li yonleri
ve yeteneklerine ragmen, her zaman kiiltiirel ve geleneksel kisitlamalarin ve muhafazakarligin
kurbani olmuslardir. Ancak kendilerine bir sans verildiginde, yasamin farkli asamalarinda
olaganiistii roller oynamis ve sosyo-politik gelisimi konusunda erkekler kadar yetenekli
olduklarini kanitlamislardir.

Bu calisma, 20. yiizyll boyunca ve 2001 sonrasinda Afgan kadinlarinin konumunu
aragtirmaktadir. Kadinlar1 giiclendirmek ve giic yapisina katilimlarmi artirmak icin farkli
hiikiimetler tarafindan saglanan destekleri ve baslatilan reformlar1 agiklar. Ayni zamanda,
Afganistan'da kadimnlarin gili¢lendirilmesini engelleyen ve onlarin hak ve ozgiirliikklerini
uygulamalarini kisitlayan muhafazakarliktan kaynaklanan zorluklar1 vurgulamaktadir.

Bu tezin temel amaci, uluslararasi toplumun sagladigi destekler ve hiikiimetlerin baslattig
reformlar sonucunda 2001 yilindan sonra Afgan kadmlarmin iyilesen kosullarini ortaya
koymaktir. Ayni zamanda kadinlarin siyasi ve sosyo-ekonomik katilimini 2001 sonrasi
donemlerde degerlendirmektedir. Ayrica, kadinlarin gliglenmesine yol agan ve gii¢ yapisina
katilimlarini artiran dis ve i¢ faktorleri de analiz etmektedir.

Bu ¢aligma esas olarak ikincil verileri kullanir ve bulgular1 analiz etmek i¢in nitel bir yaklagim
izler.
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