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ABSTRACT
TURKEY AND RUSSIA RELATIONS AT SYRIAN CROSS ROAD
Mehmet KARACA

During their long history, the Turkish — Russian diplomatic relations have
always followed a pattern of ebb and flow. As both states continually sough to become
strong regional actors, they have inevitably crossed paths with one another. Also, both
Turkey and Russia have significant presence in Syria, a very unstable region where the
United States and other states also seek to increase their influence as well. This has
caused both Turkey and Russia to adopt more cautious approaches. As the post-Cold
War era saw rapprochement between Turkey and Russia, as significant economic
cooperation was made in tourism and energy deals among others. In this thesis, the
reason which these two once-contending states have now decided to act in cooperation
regarding the Syrian Crisis is discussed and analyzed in depth.

In this thesis, the Turkish — Russian diplomatic relations were examined
regarding the framework of the Syrian crisis. After the crisis began, the Turkish —
Russian relations were affected by politics that were pursued in Syria by both parties.
Although the event where a trespassing Russian fighter jet was shot down by the
Turkish Air Force marks a significant diplomatic crisis, among other obstacles, it can
be said that before and after these setbacks the Turkish — Russian relations generally
saw positive development during this period. But why would the two countries seek to
normalize their relations immediately after such a crisis? It was made plain that Turkey
and Russia could not forego their need to cooperate in the region when confronted with
the reality of Turkey’s allegiance with the U.S. and NATO, as shown by the purchase
of S-400 defense units and the military cooperation between the two countries, among
other examples of mutual cooperation. Though it can also be said that problems
between the two states might surface again in the future; as Turkey desires a Syria
without the Assad government, whom Russia is a staunch supporter of. Also, Russia
has continued to hos diplomatic talks with groups whom Turkey considers as terrorist
threats, and there also lie disagreements regarding Idlib and its surrounding regions
which were designated as demilitarized zones during the Sochi Summit. In present
day, several states and other actors within the region seek to overcome one another
and establish their dominance, or to form alliances with one another in order to achieve
a state of balance. The ongoing struggles can therefore be realistically seen as a cobweb
of complex relations seeking to establish a balance of power.

Keywords: Arab Spring, Syria and Turkey - Russia relations



Universite : Istanbul Kiiltiir Universitesi

Enstitlsi - Lisansiistii Egitim Enstitiisii
Dali : Uluslararas: iliskiler
Program : Uluslararasi iliskiler
Tez Danigmani : Prof. Dr. Mensur Akgun
Tez Turd ve Tarihi : Ylksek Lisans — Agustos 2020
KISA OZET
SURIYE KRiZi UZERINDEN TURKIYE VE RUSYA ILISKILERI
Mehmet KARACA

Tarihsel agidan bakildiginda Tiirkiye - Rusya iliskileri’nin inigli ¢iksl bir seyir
izledigini gérmek miimkiin.Diger taraftan her iki lilke de kendi bulunduklar1 bélgede
guclu birer aktor olmak istemelerinin yaninda, bolgesel giic olma agisindan da
birbirlerine rakip konumdadirlar. Ayn1 zamanda iki iilkenin Suriye gibi istikrarsiz bir
bolgede yer almasi, Amerika Birlesik Devletleri basta olmak iizere bolgede bazi
devletlerin etkisini arttirmak istemesi, Tiirkiye ve Rusya’nin daha temkinli olmasina
neden olmustur. Ozellikle Soguk Savas sonrasi donem Tiirkiye - Rusya iliskileri
acisindan ekonomik igbirliginin iist seviyelere tasindig1 bir donem oldugu bilinmekle
birlikte, turizm ve enerji anlagsmalar1 basta olmak iizere ekonomik alanda cesitli
anlagmalar yapilmistir.Bu iki lilkenin neden Suriyede yasanan krizde birlikte hareket
etmeye 0zen gosterdikleri bu ¢alismayla incelenmeye galisilmistir .

Bu ¢aligma ile Tiirkiye - Rusya iliskileri Suriye Krizi baglaminda incelenmis,
Suriye Krizinin baslamasindan sonra siirece dahil olan Tiirkiye ve Rusya arasindaki
iligkiler, bolge iizerinde izlenen politikalara gore degiskenlik gostermistir. Rusya ile
yasanan Rus Jetinin Tirkiye tarafindan vurulmasi sonrasi yasanan Kriz basta olmak
tizere birka¢ olumsuz durumun disinda yine Rusya ile olan ilsikiler oldukca olumlu
ilerlemistir. Boylesine 6nemli bir kriz iki iilke arasinda gerginlige yol agmis olsa dahi
cok kisa bir siire icerisinde diplomatik iligkilerle siireg ikili iligkilerin gelismesine katki
saglayacak sekilde pozitife donmiistiir. Peki neden bu iki iilke bolgede yasanan
boylesine bir krizde dahi iliskileri hizlica normallestirmek istedi? Ortaya ¢ikan bu
durum ozellikle Tiirkiye’nin Amerika Birlesik Devletleri ve NATO miittefikligi
acisindan Tiirkiye ve Rusya’nin birlikte hareket etme ve S-400 konusu basta olmak
Uzere askeri is birligi de dahil olmak Uzere birgok alanda birlikte hareket etme
isteginden vazgecemeyecegini ortaya koymustur. Fakat bunun yaninda ¢alismadan
elde edilen bulgular incelendiginde bir taraftan Tiirkiye’nin Esad’in igerisinde
olmadig1 Suriye istegi, diger taraftan Rusya’nin Esad ile igbirligi iki iilke arasinda
olumsuzluklarin ortaya cikabilece§ini gostermektedir.Rusya’nin Tiirkiye tarafindan
teror gruplart olarak nitelendirdigi kesimlerle goriismeler yapmaya devam etmesi
bunun yaninda her iki {ilke arasinda yapilan Sog¢i Anlagmasinda silahsizlik bolgesi
olarak kabul edilen Idlib ve cevresi konusunda anlasmazliklar séz konusudur.
Geldigimiz noktada bolgede yer alan bir¢ok llke ve gruplar birbirlerine Gstlnlik
saglamak ya da birbirleriyle denge saglamak agisindan iliskiler kurmaktadir. Realist
bir cercevede baktigimiz zaman bolgede yasanan bu iliskiler karmasasini bir giic
dengesi olusturma stratejisi olarak gdrmenin gerekliligini ortaya ¢ikmaktadir.
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