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OZET

ETNIiK ANKLAVI TANIMLAMAK iCIN BIR YAKLASIM ONERISi:
ISTANBUL FATIiH’TE SURIYELI GOCMEN MEKANLARI

Gogmen gruplari, gog ettikleri yeni kentlerde mekansal olarak bazi bolgeleri daha ¢ok
tercih etmektedir. Bu durum kent mekaninda mekansal kiimelenmelerin ve ayrismanin
olusmasina neden olmaktadir. Mekansal kiimelenme ve ayrigma kimi zaman goniilli

kimi zaman gdgmenlerin ‘Oteki’ olarak dislanmalar1 sonucunda gelisebilmektedir.

Tarihten giiniimiize gecen siirecte, Istanbul kenti pek ¢ok gdce ve gdciin neden oldugu
sosyo-mekansal degisime sahne olmustur. Istanbul’un bu cok kiiltiirlii yapis1 ve
gdecmenler tarafindan ¢okea tercih edilen bir metropol olmasi nedeniyle, ¢ok katmanli
ve parcali bir mekansal yapiya sahip oldugu sdylenebilir. Bu mekansal yapiya, 2011
yili itibariyle Suriyeli kitlesel goc¢li sonrasinda gelen gd¢menlerin mekansal
kiimelenme ve ayrigsma egilimleri de eklemlenmistir. Bir¢ok ilgede, go¢ sonrasi gelisen
Arapga tabelalar1 olan etnik diikkanlarin sayisinin artis1 dikkat ¢cekmektedir. Bu tez
calismasi, Istanbul’un en eski tarihi semtlerinden biri olan Fatih’te bu etnik
diikkanlarin yogunlastig1 bolgeler {izerine bir bakis acis1 gelistirmek i¢in yola ¢ikmistir
ve bu bolgelerin, diinyada pek ¢ok 6rnegi olan Chinatown’lar, Little Italy’ler gibi birer
‘etnik anklav’ olarak adlandirilmasi ve goriilmesi gerektigine dair bir diisiince

gelistirmistir.



Gilinlimiiz kentlerinde degisim gegiren bir mekana dair bir okuma gelistirilecekse, 21.
ylizyllda mekanin, kiiltiirin ve kimligin degisen karakterini dikkate almak
gerekmektedir. Bu nedenle, bu tez calismasi, ‘etnik anklavin tanimlanmasi ve
karakterinin belirlenmesi’ hedefine ulagsmak icin, kiiresellesme ve kiiyerellesme
siirecinde mekanlarin, kimliklerin, kiiltlirlerin algilanma, anlamlandirilma ve anlama
bigcimlerindeki degisime odaklanmistir. Bu baglamda, etnik anklavlarin gostergelerle
donatilmig sembolik tiiketim mekanlar1 gibi hareket ettigine dair bir diisiince

gelistirilmistir.

Isaretlerin, yani yapili ¢evrede bulunan ve mekansal atmosferi olusturan gérsel ve
gorsel olmayan gostergelerin kentliler veya go¢menler agisindan birden ¢ok anlami ve
algilanma sekli oldugu sdylenebilir. Bu agidan diisiiniildiigiinde, bu tez c¢alismasi,
anklavlarin, kiiltiir, ideoloji, din vb. bir¢ok farkli konuda gd¢menlerin toplumsal
mekanina ve giindelik yasamina dair sifrelenmis mesajlar1 iceren bir iletisim araci
oldugu savindan yola ¢ikmistir. Bu baglamda tez, 21. yiizyildaki bir etnik anklavin
olusma motivasyonlari, toplumsal / ekonomik / fiziksel karakterleri ve niteliklerinin
tanimlanmasi i¢in bir yaklagim onerisi olusturmaya c¢alismistir. Bu tanimlama modeli
ile, glinlimiizde, bir etnik anklavin gé¢menler tarafindan nasil anlamlandirildigi ve
algilandig1, popiiler kiiltiiriin ve tiikketim kiiltiiriiniin bu kadar etkin oldugu giliniimiizde
gdcmenlerin halen neden etnik temal1 bir ¢evreyi giindelik yasamlarinda tercih ettigi

ve genel anlamda etnik anklavlar tizerine yeniden diisiinmek hedeflenmistir.

Tezin amaci, giiniimiizde olugan anklavdaki mekan iiretiminin nasil gergeklestigine,
anklavin  sifrelenmis, Ortik mesajlarint  gd¢menlerin  nasil  algiladigina,
anlamlandirdigina dair bir okuma gergeklestirmektir. Bunun i¢in gilindelik yagamin
mekanlar1 olarak goriilebilecek etnik anklavda mekansal atmosfer anklavin karakterini
olusturan gostergelerin  belirlenmesi i¢in iki asamali bir yaklasim Onerisi

olusturulmustur.

[k asamada, Fatih’te Suriyelilerin etnik diikkanlarinin yogunlukta oldugu bes mahalle
izerine incelemeler yapilmis ve bu alanlarla ilgili, diikkanlarin Suriyeli isletmecileri
ve diikkanlar1 kullanan Suriyeli gd¢gmenler ile derinlemesine goriismeler yapilmistir.
Bu goriismelerin bulgularina dayanarak, gd¢menlerin en c¢ok anlam yiikledikleri

gostergeleri (signs) ve gosterenleri (signifier) igeren sematik bir ‘gosterge listesi’
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olusturulmustur. Bu ‘gosterge listesinin’, anklavlardaki-ve dolayisiyla anlam olusturan

gostergelerin belirlenmesini ve incelenmesini olanakli kilabilecegi diistiniilmektedir.

Yaklasimin ikinci asamasinda ise, Fatih’teki Aksemsettin Caddesi ¢alismanin pilot
alanm1 olarak secilmistir. Caddenin dokusu ve 12 etnik diikkan iizerine toplumsal
gostergebilim yontemi ile bir okuma gerceklestirilmistir. Bu okuma baglaminda cadde
tizerindeki Suriyeli isletmelerin cephe ve i¢ mekan karakterini olusturan somut ve
soyut (gorsel veya gorsel olmayan) 6gelerin gliniimiizde degisen anlamlarinin ve
giindelik yasamda go¢menlerin anklavi algilama, anlamlandirma pratiklerinin

coziimlenmesi hedeflenmistir.

Yapilan ¢alismanin olusturdugu yaklasim onerisi ve sematik ‘gdsterge listesi’nin etnik
anklavlar lizerine yapilacak gelecekteki caligmalar i¢in baslangic noktasi niteligi

tastyabilecegi ve yol gosterecegi diisliniilmektedir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Etnik Anklav, Suriyeli Go¢men, Gosterge, Mekansal Atmosfer,
Glindelik Yasam
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ABSTRACT

A PROPOSAL FOR AN APPROACH TO DEFINE THE ETHNIC ENCLAVE:
SYRIAN IMMIGRANT SPACES IN FATIH, ISTANBUL

Immigrant groups prefer some regions more in the new cities they migrate to. This
situation causes the formation of spatial clusters and segregation in the urban space.
Spatial clustering and segregation can sometimes develop voluntarily and sometimes

as a result of exclusion of immigrants as the 'other".

In the process from history to the present, the city of Istanbul has witnessed many
migrations and socio-spatial changes caused by migration. It can be said that Istanbul
has a multi-layered and fragmented spatial structure due to its multicultural structure
and being a metropolis that is highly preferred by immigrants. This spatial structure
has also been added to the spatial clustering and segregation tendencies of the
immigrants who came after the Syrian mass migration as of 2011. In many districts,
the increase in the number of ethnic shops with Arabic signboards that developed after
migration draws attention. This thesis has set out to develop a perspective on the
regions where these ethnic shops are concentrated in Fatih, one of the oldest historical
districts of Istanbul, and these regions are proposed to be called and seen as an 'ethnic
enclave', similar to many examples in the world, such as Chinatown’s and Little

Italy’s.

Xiii



Whenever a reading on a transformed space in today's cities is to be realized, it is
necessary to take into account the changing character of space, culture and identity in
the 21st century. For this reason, this thesis focuses on the change in the way places,
identities, cultures are perceived, interpreted and understood in the process of
globalization and glocalization, in order to achieve the goal of 'defining ethnic enclaves
and determining the characters of the enclave'. In this context, the idea that ethnic

enclaves act as symbolic consumption spaces equipped with signs has been developed.

It can be said that the signs, that is, the visual and non-visual signs found in the built
environment and constituting the spatial atmosphere, have more than one meaning and
way of perception in terms of urban dwellers and immigrants. From this point of view,
this thesis study, has started out with the argument that enclaves are communication
tools that contain encrypted messages about the social space and daily life of
immigrants on many different topics, such as culture, ideology, religion. In this
context, the thesis has tried to create a proposal for an approach to define the
motivations, social/economic/physical characters and qualities of an ethnic enclave
that is formed in the 21st century. With this definition model, it is aimed to rethink
how an ethnic enclave is interpreted and perceived by immigrants, why immigrants
still prefer an ethnic-themed environment in their daily life, and ethnic enclaves in

general.

The aim of the thesis is to perform a reading on how the production of space in the
enclave is realized, how the immigrants perceive, make sense of and understand the
encrypted and implicit messages of the enclave. For this, a two-stage approach
proposal has been developed to determine the spatial atmosphere and the signs that

form the character of the ethnic enclave, which can be seen as the spaces of daily life.

In the first phase of the approach, investigations were made on the five neighborhoods
in Fatih, where the Syrian ethnic shops are concentrated, and in-depth interviews were
conducted with the Syrian owners of the shops and the Syrian immigrants who use the
shops. Based on the findings of these interviews, a schematic 'sign list' was created,
which includes the signs and signifiers that immigrants attribute the most meaning to.
It is thought that this 'sign list' will make it possible to identify and examine the signs

that create the image and therefore the meaning in the enclaves.
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In the second phase of the approach, Aksemsettin Street in Fatih was chosen as the
pilot area of the study. A reading was made on the street texture and 12 ethnic shops
on the street using the method of social semiotics. In the context of this reading, it is
aimed to analyze the changing meanings of concrete and abstract (visual or non-visual)
elements that make up the facade and interior character of Syrian businesses on the
street and the practices of perceiving and interpreting the enclave of immigrants in

daily life.
It is thought that the proposal for an approach and the schematic 'sign list' created by

the study can serve as a starting point and guide future studies on ethnic enclaves.

Keywords: Ethnic Enclave, Syrian Migrant, Sign, Spatial Atmosphere, Everyday Life

XV



