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ABSTRACT 
 

SPATIAL TRANSFORMATION of MULTI-STORY RESIDENTIAL 
BUILDINGS in BAKU 

 
 

 
There have been significant changes in the residential construction processes in 
Azerbaijan, especially in 20th Century. Copycat buildings and the decline in 
construction quality brought about by  the advent of multistory residential buildings 
and rapid mass building techniques in Azerbaijan is most noticable in the city of 
Baku. Factors such as the increase in population density, technological innovations, 
economic, social and political changes have contributed  to this situation. 
 
In this study, spatial transformation of multistory residential buildings in Baku has 
been investigated in the contexts of economic, social and political factors from the 
start of the 20th Century to present day. Research results indicate that there has been 
significant changes these factors in three different time periods.  The three distinctive 
time periods used in this study are the years from 1920 to 1950, 1950 to 1990 and 
1990-present day. A total of thirteen multistory buildings, five buildings from the 
first two time periods and three buildings in the final time period which reflect the 
characteristics of their time period,  has been selected for study. 
 
Spatial relationships in each building has been studied through floor plans, schematic 
descriptions, graphics and tables. Transformations of each space have been 
comparatively evaluated for different buildings and time periods.  
 
In the light of the case studies on selected buildings,  transformation of spaces in 
multistory buildings in Baku during the selected time periods have been evaluated 
along with economic, social and political factors in the conclusions.  
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